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MANY GENERALLY SATISFIED WITH 
HOUSING: YET PLANNING TO MOVE
While most Missoula County households report satisfaction with their current 
housing facilities, a substantial number indicate they will seek other housing 
this year, despite high interest rates and inflated housing costs. This is the 
finding of a report issued recently by the University of Montana Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research (BBER), Missoula, and the Montana Board of Housing,
Helena.
The report summarizes the results of a BBER survey of housing needs and 
preferences in the state. Sponsored by the Montana Board of Housing, the survey 
also generated additional information concerning Montana households. Data are 
given for the state as a whole and for the most populous counties: Cascade,
* Flathead, Gallatin, Lewis and Clark, Missoula, Silver Bow and Yellowstone.
Ninety percent of the Missoula households surveyed rated their current 
neighborhoods as "excellent" or "good" places to live, and 88 percent rated 
their present housing facilities this way. However, 43 percent of those questioned 
reported they would seek other housing in 1979. High monthly housing payments, 
overcrowding, and poor insulation were some of the reasons given.
Using the survey results to project actual numbers, BBER estimates that 
about 6,000 Missoula County households would actively seek different housing in 
1979, and 4,540 would consider doing so. Of the most populous counties, only 
Flathead County households reported a higher percentage seeking other accommodations.
(over)
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Missoula County contains a high percentage of apartment dwellers, according 
to the survey. Twenty-seven percent of the households questioned reported residing 
in duplexes, apartments and other multiunit structures. This is the highest 
percentage among the most populous counties, and may be attributed in part to 
the large number of college students residing in the area. Fifty-eight percent 
reported residing in single-family homes, and 15 percent in mobile homes. Thirty- 
five percent of those surveyed in the county rent their housing units.
If given a choice, Missoula County residents prefer to live in single-family 
homes they own themselves. When asked to choose, 79 percent of the county households 
surveyed chose single-family units. Seventeen percent expressed a preference for 
apartments, and 3 percent chose mobile homes. Seventy-six indicated they would 
rather buy than rent.
While many Missoulians believe that a disproportionate number of newcomers 
live in their county, only 9 percent of the households questioned reported residing 
in the area for a year or less. This compares with the statewide average of 8 percent. 
Gallatin County leads the list of the most populous counties; 17 percent of the 
Gallatin County households surveyed reported moving to that county within the past 
year.
Missoula County contains a high percentage of households headed by persons 
between 18 and 24 years of age. Twenty-three percent of the households reported 
being headed by a member of that age group. This is the high for the most populous 
counties. The state average is 11 percent.
Not unexpectedly, due to the proximity of the University of Montana, Missoula 
County residents are well educated. Sixty percent of the County households surveyed 
reported being headed by someone with some college education, or a bachelor's degree 
or more. Of the highly populated counties, only Gallatin, home of Montana State 
University, reported a higher percentage.
(more)
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Other information contained in the report includes average household size, 
household income, and monthly rental and mortgage payments.
Copies of the housing study report are available for $3 from the Bureau 
of Business and Economic Research, University of Montana, Missoula, and from 
the Montana Board of Housing, Mitchell Building, Helena.
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